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Nothing slim about money 
raised at SlimFest 2009 –  
Once again, SlimFest was a 
rockin’ community event.  Held 
on Saturday, August 1st from 
7:00pm until midnight at New 
Midland Plaza Amphitheatre, the evening offered tremendous 
live music from Dixie Highway and Bueller Band, delicious 
food from Texas Roadhouse and Puleo’s Grill, and exciting 
drawings for jewelry, free gas, gift certificates, and of course 
the grand finale - the reverse raffle for $10,000!  Our four 
lucky winners, Chris Gaspard, Chad Berrong, Haley and 
Conner Pressley, and Ted and Kim Greene split the $10,000 
prize, taking home $2,500 each.  Over fifty volunteers, 
including New Hope board members, agency supporters, and a 
group from the military academy led by Sen. MSgt. Tim 
Kumes helped to sell tickets for the raffle and drinks, operate 
the raffle drawing, make patrons feel welcome by working 
entrance gates, and assist with event set-up and break-down.  
Without their volunteer time, the evening would not have been 
possible.   
 
With the generosity of community sponsors, SlimFest raised 
more than $75,000 and after the event costs were subtracted, 
F.O.P. Shop with a Cop and New Hope split nearly $40,000!  
Thanks to Steve “Slim” Stilts and his family for hosting the 
successful event once again this year.  Over the past four 
years, SlimFest has raised over $150,000 for the two agencies.  
In addition to Slim, we would like to thank the following 
major sponsors for making it happen:  Anderson Rental, 
Blount Today, Caldwell Fencing, Channel 10 WBIR TV, 
Charter Media, Hall’s Salvage, KenJo Markets, Phillips 
Jewelry, S&S Industries, Waterfront Bar & Grill, and The 
Wine and Spirits Cellar. 
 

Brewing up support with 
TBA/YLD’s First Annual 
Hops for Hope Event –  
On Law Day, May 1, 2009, TN 
Bar Association’s Young Lawyers 
Division of District IV held Hops 

for Hope a catered beer tasting hosted by The Dancing Bear 
Lodge in Townsend, Tennessee.  After consumption of the 
suds provided by Highland Brewing Company, Smoky 
Mountain Brewery, Yazoo Brewing Company and 
SweetWater Brewing Company, together with the catered 
menu concocted to complement the individual drafts of the 
respective brew-houses, the sale of sponsorships, tickets and 
silent auction items raised a total of $7,685.00 to benefit New 
Hope.  Marble Slab and Vienna Coffee Company donated 
coffee and ice cream to top off the evening, which benefited 

from the stout sponsorship of Northwestern Mutual's 
Maryville office serviced by Kevin Proffitt, Kyle Nolen and 
Jason West.   
 
Hops for Hope was geared at promoting children's advocacy, 
community health and youth wellness in the community, 
which dovetails with the TBA/YLD's mission of rendering 
leadership and service to the public and our profession through 
excellence and fulfillment in the practice of law.  With this in 
mind, the overall purpose to call attention to a number of 
issues that often fall beneath the radar of the layman and 
expert alike in the realm of child advocacy was accomplished.  
For instance, New Hope experienced nearly $60,000.00 in 
funding cuts in 2009, of which Hops for Hope recovered a 
little more than one-eighth.  CACs are not guaranteed funding; 
thus, they heavily rely on grants together with the generosity 
of the community surrounding the area.   
 
As Ben Franklin said, “Beer is proof that God loves us and 
wants us to be happy.”  Thus, District IV will again host Hops 
for Hope on the evening of May 7, 2010, with roughly double 
from 140 to 200 guests.  Additional breweries have indicated 
that they will participate, including Duck-Rabbit Craft 
Brewery and Alltech's Lexington Brewing Company.  Also 
back by popular demand will be the tricycle races which 
raised money and enthusiasm in equally great proportions.  
(This article was originally written by Justin Martin, President 
of TBA/YLD District IV for the TBA Newsletter.) 
 
Children’s Area brings family 
fun to Earth Roundup –  
Changing it up a bit this year, New Hope 
joined Keep Blount Beautiful, Little 
River Watershed, and the Blount County 
Chamber of Commerce to bring our 
Mayfest Children’s Day to this year’s Earth Roundup 
festivities.  On Saturday, April 25th community members 
flocked to Maryville College in support of stopping pollution 
and learning techniques to take better care of our environment, 
which was demonstrated well by the zero-waste event.  Along 
with Maryville College student organizations, Dr. Schratter’s 
Child Development students, and Center for Strong 
Communities, we were able to provide children and families 
with a variety of eco-friendly activities involving recycling, 
crafts, educational booths and other fun.  Families that joined 
in the morning clean-up, attended the evening event, and 
completed the New Hope Children’s Area activities were 
eligible to win four tickets to Dollywood (donated by Betty 
Case) to enjoy a day of family fun.   
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The Faces of Hope – Volunteers of the Year 
Each year I like to honor volunteers that have truly gone above 
the philanthropic call to make a difference in a meaningful 
way.  I find it very tough to select just one or two, and each 
year it’s increasingly difficult as New Hope has more 
volunteers with generous hearts and a real feel for our mission.  
With this being said, I was unable to select an individual, 
instead I have selected a group of individuals.   
Many people may not realize that a non-profit board is 
comprised of community members that want to get involved, 
to give back to others, and that those boards consist of 
volunteers.  They have the highest level of commitment to the 
agency.  A board of directors is responsible for keeping the 
agency on course, holding them responsible to not only their 
clients, but also to donors and others in the community that 
support the cause, and for leading the agency in fundraising to 
sustain their future.  Of course, it doesn’t stop there...they take 
leadership roles on different planning committees, coordinate 
fundraisers/events, and then help to staff those events as well.  
I am sure by now you can tell why I have selected the New 
Hope Board of Directors as our volunteers of the year! 

 
2009 Board of Directors 

 
Rick Shepard, Board President 

Mark Cate, Vice President/ Chair Elect 
Becky Rials, Vice President of Fundraising 

Melanie LaFollette, Secretary 
David Schmidt, Treasurer 

Donna Alexander, Immediate Past President 
 

Kristi Burkhalter 
Brenda Carroll 

Joy Carver 
Tammi Ford 

Mary Alice Hart 
Melinda Headrick 
MSgt. Tim Kumes 

State Senator Doug Overbey 
Amanda Painter 
Kevin Proffitt 

Chris Soro 
Kahren White 
Ned Willard 

 
These nineteen people set aside their time, time away from 
their own families, to make sure that our New Hope families 
are well taken care of.  When you come to the center, you will 
meet the smiling faces of our five staff members, but know 
that behind us is a wonderful support system, a family if you 
will, of our board of directors keeping us rolling.  I, along with 
my fellow staff members, would like to thank our New Hope 
Board members for all they do for us and our community!  

 
With sincere thanks to all of our fabulous volunteers, 

~��������	���������	���������	���������	� , Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Sweet Treats make the CAC some dough –  
John and Debra Dean, the 
owners of Sweet Celebrations, 
contacted New Hope after 
learning about the mission of the 
agency and wanted to offer up a 
wonderful fundraising idea...a 
bake sale!  So, on Sunday, May 31st from 12:00-4:00 the 
Deans, along with staff and New Hope volunteers, opened the 
doors and patrons enjoyed sandwiches, soups, and other sweet 
treats with all proceeds from the day coming to serve the 
children of New Hope.  Though typically closed on Sundays, 
Sweet Celebrations served a huge number of customers and 
everyone through the door learned more about the agency.  
The event brought in nearly $1,200.00 and a wonderful new 
friendship was formed between New Hope and the Sweet 
Celebrations staff. 
 
Monte Vista helps us to sparkle and shine –  

Several kind soles came out 
early on Saturday, April 18th to 
tidy-up the office and provide 
service hours for the Monte 
Vista Baptist Church 
Community Day of Caring.  
Mark, Cathy, Bailey, and 
Abbie Cate, Mike Henderson, 
Russ and Libby Hurst, Jeff 

Hutchison, and Chris Tuck represented their Sunday School 
Group by painting, cleaning the playroom top-to-bottom, and 
re-landscaping the flowerbeds and playground area.  New 
Hope has never looked better and we would like to thank the 
group for their generosity and smiling faces. 
 
 The true meaning of Christmas –  

As holiday season approaches, 
we remember the generosity of 
Central Point Baptist Church 
and their congregation who 
provided Christmas gifts and the 
real reason for the season to the 

families of New Hope last December.  The church united to 
help almost 100 children experience Christmas in a very 
special way.  Breakfast in Bethlehem treated families to a 
delicious breakfast buffet, crafts, gifts, food basket with fresh 
products from their garden, and a presentation of the 
Christmas story with live nativity.  Not only were our families 
very moved by the kindness, but members of the congregation 
were also very moved by the celebration.  New Hope would 
like to thank Central Point for thinking of our families, and 
encourage you to start thinking how you too can make a 
difference for those less fortunate during the holiday season.    
 
A donation or gift to New Hope accomplishes so many things 
- forensic interviews, medical examinations, counseling, 
victim support and advocacy, and prevention/awareness 
training.  In fact, without your continued support, hundreds of 
children and families would not receive the support they so 
desperately need.  Please keep New Hope in mind as you plan 
your holiday giving this year. 
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Focus on the Child Protective Investigative Team  
The Blount County Child Protective Investigative Team, or 
CPIT, is composed of representatives from the following: 
District Attorney General’s Office of the 5th Judicial District, 
the Blount County Department of Children’s Services, Blount 
County Juvenile Court, law enforcement from Blount County 
Sherriff’s Department, Maryville City, and Alcoa, a therapist, 
physician, forensic interviewer and a representative from the 
Children’s Advocacy Center.  Members of this team are 
convened following allegations of severe physical and/or 
sexual abuse.  The team conducts its investigation with its 
main objectives being to protect the child, collect information, 
and to provide support services when deemed necessary by the 
team.  The team then reviews each case.  During these 
meetings the lead detective and the Child Protective Service 
Worker assigned to each case present the information obtained 
from their investigation to the team. Other members who may 
have had involvement with the case such as the forensic 
interviewer, physician, or therapist may also provide 
additional information.  The team then decides if the 
information supports a classification of “Unsubstantiated” 
which means there is not enough evidence/information to 
proceed or it is believed that the allegation is false, or 
“Substantiated” which means the team believes the allegation 
to be true.  If substantiated, the team may recommend further 
action. 
 
In each upcoming issue of The Child Advocate, a member 
agency of CPIT will be spotlighted in an effort to help our 
readers better understand the team of dedicated professionals 
that work on child abuse cases in Blount County.  This issue 
will focus on the Blount County Sherriff’s Office. 
 
The Blount County Sherriff’s Office has a critical role on the 
Child Protective Investigative Team as they investigate 
allegations of child abuse within the Blount County lines.  For 
each case of abuse that is reported in their jurisdiction, not 
only is a DCS Child Protective Services worker assigned, but 
a Detective is also assigned to work the investigation.   
 
Typically the first step will be to make contact with the family 
to schedule a forensic interview at New Hope.  Once the 
interview has taken place and the child has shared their story, 
the team will determine if the child needs a forensic medical 
examination, is safe in their home or if arrangements need to 
be made for their safety, and if any additional referrals for 
counseling or advocacy services at the center are needed.   
 
While all of these steps are taking place, the Blount County 
Detective will continue to work the case by speaking with the 
alleged perpetrator and collecting additional information and 
evidence to build the case.  This process can take some time 
and the Detectives all work diligently for the child and their 
families to find the truth and provide information to the 
District Attorney General’s office for future litigation.  New 
Hope would like to thank the Blount County Sherriff’s Office 
and their Detectives for working the long hours it takes to 
protect the children of Blount County. 

 
REPORT CHILD ABUSE – IT’S THE LAW  
According to Tennessee law, ALL  persons must report 
suspected cases of child abuse and neglect.  This includes 
family members and friends. 
 
In Tennessee, if you have “reasonable cause to believe” a 
child is being abused or neglected you are required by law to 
report that suspicion to the state Department of Children’s 
Services or law enforcement immediately.  Failure to report is 
a misdemeanor. 
 
Report your suspicions to the proper authorities.  Keep in 
mind that not all reports meet the criteria for investigation.  If 
you suspect additional abuse after the initial report has been 
made, report that as well. 
 
As a mandated reporter you are protected by the state in terms 
of liability and confidentiality.  Reporters who “act in good 
faith” are immune from any civil or criminal liability. 

 
CALL 911 or any of the following: 

 
DCS 24-HOUR TOLL FREE LINE 

1-877-237-0004 
ALCOA POLICE DEPARTMENT   

865-981-4111 
BLOUNT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE   

865-237-5000 
MARYVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT   

865-237-8000 


