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After much thought about
our mission and what we
hope to present to the
community, the CAC
Board of Directors created
the slogan, “One Story.
One Time. One Place.”
This phrase encompasses
our work for every victim
R of child abuse in Blount
County. New Hope and other Children’s Advocacy t€en
around the nation are built to provide a safe pfacehe child
to tell their story of abuse and receive servicgdkowing the
allegation. Prior to the existence of CACs, cléldtold their
abuse story over and over again and often in plabese they
did not feel safe or protected. The CAC modelvediahe
child and their non-offending family a comfortaljdace to
come and begin the process of healing and recoveki.
services are free of charge to the family, and @#&C
cooperates and collaborates with investigatorslugebin the
case to help the family through the process.

The goal and hope of New Hope is that the family came to
the center for all of their services throughout itheestigation
— One Place. The child will only have one forenaterview
and that all investigative individuals that need see that
interview will observe — One Time. Through therapypport
group, and advocacy services, the child will notdme a
victim again — One Story.

Collaborating once again this yea
New Hope joined Keep Blount
Beautiful, Little River Watershed, andgs
the Blount County Chamber off
Commerce to bring our Mayfest
Children’s Day to this year’s Eart
Roundup festivities. On Saturda o

April 24" community members flocked to MaryV|IIe College
in support of recycling, smart energy choices, amdearn
techniques to take better care of our environme&hich was
demonstrated well by the zero-waste event. Des$péeaain,
the event had a wonderful turnout and over 700 lgeop
registered for the morning clean-up activities.

Along with several Maryville College student orgeations,
Dr. Schratter’'s Child Development students, and t&efor
Strong Communities, we were able to provide chiidead

families with a variety of eco-friendly activitiemvolving
recycling, crafts, educational booths and other flramilies
that joined in the morning clean-up, attended tkenig
event, and completed the New Hope Children’s Atvities
were eligible to win four tickets to Dollywood tmjey a day
of family fun.

Community efforts are
Hatching Hopeand making
a difference in the fight
against child abuse, but
additional prevention andl,
awareness programs are
still needed. New Hope’s
executive director, Trudy
Hughes states, “There i o

still work to be done. The flght agamst child abuand
childhood exposure to violence continues, but canwmon
with community education and support.”

To help the fight during Child Abuse Prevention Ntgn
several local businesses and organizations paatemp in
Hatching Hopethroughout April by selling colored eggs for
$1 donations. The eggs were then hung on outside Hpe,
located at 212 Cates Street. Hatching Hope, whicls
coordinated by Blount County CAC board member, Wi
Headrick and her 12-year-old daughter, Grace, géeér
community awareness and raised $700 for New Hopéchw
provides free of charge services to children andirth
protective families following an allegation of ahiabuse. In
2009, the average cost to help one child was $94fich
includes a forensic interview, medical exam, colinge
prevention education, support group and interventmn
behalf of the child. “The colorful fundraiser wasich a
success as a first time event that New Hope is matinig
Hatching Hopefor a National Children’s Alliance award,
Headrick said, which could earn the Blount Coun#QCCa
$20,000 grant.”

Participating businesses and organizations incluBegd-
Thomas, Broadway United Methodist’s Parent’s Dayt Ou
Program, Dandy Lions, El Jimador Restaurant, Rimited
Methodist Church, Ginger's Plant Stand, Junior Berv
League, Linda’'s Hair Duplex, Pokeys, The Villagenkér,
Watson Family Dentistry and Williams Cleaners, vhigas
the VIP campaign vendor and sold the most eggs.

The Summer 2010 Newsletter was written and ediyed b
New Hope Staff, Volunteers, and Board Members.




With each newsletter, | try to pick one voluntebatt went
above and beyond to help the center and the kidsemee. |
find it very tough to select just one, and eachetiitis

increasingly difficult as New Hope has more volemgewith

generous hearts and a real feel for our missios. many of
you may know, | recently had a baby, as did ourapist

Tabitha. During our maternity leaves, our volunsegglayed a
critical role in helping around the office and kewpthings
running smoothly. With this being said, you caragime why
| could not select just one volunteer...so, | cleoibem all!

Between January and May of this year, the following
individuals comprised a full time staff coming easkek to
answer phones, work with clients, assist with maldicand
basically do anything asked of them to help the aiemg
staff members keep the office going and make swelients
had continuity of services at New Hope. Thank youhe
following office volunteers:

Not only did these volunteers help out on a wedldyis in the
office, but many also worked at fundraisers anctisp@vents
this spring, and others kept the children during dlon-
Offending Caregiver’s Support Group on Tuesday agn |
can not reiterate enough the importance of a stumhgnteer
program and significant difference each volunteakes for
our agency — clients and staff alike.

When you come to the CAC, you will meet the smilfages
of our five staff members, but you will most likatyeet one of
volunteers first. I, along with my fellow staff mévers, would
like to thank our volunteers for all they do for aad our
community!

With sincere thanks,
~ , Volunteer Coordinator

While doing some self analysis
of our services, New Hope’s
Board of Directors determined
there was a need for additional
counseling services for our
clients. Thus, the hunt began
and we are very fortunate and
glad to introduce you to our
newest team member, Megan McCarter-Cates. Megds ha
from Sevier County and attended Maryville Collegar f
undergrad and the University of Tennessee for hastbfs
degree in Mental Health Counseling. She bringsh wier
experience with domestic violence victims at Hawdouse
and counseling with sexual assault victims at Sdéven
Crisis and Recovery Center.

Tabitha Damron, our current therapist sees clidnee days a
week, and now with the addition of Megan as a @mttr
clinician, we will have full time counseling as Wwels some
evening appointments as needed by families. Meigan
currently pursuing her licensure and is in the pescof taking
specialized training in Trauma Focused - Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy to enhance her therapy techsictioe
better serve clients. Please join us in makingféelrat home
here at New Hope.

New and improvedAsk

Me Why I'mis back! In

November we honor the

global movement to stop

child abuse and World

Day for the Prevention of

Abuse and Violence

Against Children with

the Ask Me Why I'm 5K and Reverse RafflEhe event will
take place on Saturday, November 20th in Downtown
Maryville and we invite you to participate by waik'running
to benefit New Hope. By participating you are siiag up to
say we will not tolerate child abuse in our comntyrar in
this world. In addition to the 5K, we will holdraverse raffle
offering you a chance to win big bucks and othdegs!!!
Raffle tickets are $50 for a chance to win $5,00@kets will
be available on July #3 but you can reserve your raffle ticket
early if you wish. Please find the 5K registrationm at the
end of this Newsletter.

In addition to the Saturday activities, Maryvilleoll@ge
students will hosting a public awareness campaigoeampus
on Friday the 19. It is through education that we can prevent
child abuse before it starts. Please  visit
www.askmewhyim.ordor additional information.




The Blount County Child Protective Investigativeahg or
CPIT, is composed of representatives from the Wahg:
District Attorney General's Office of the"sJudicial District,
the Blount County Office of the Department of Chéd's
Services (DCS), Blount County Juvenile Court, law
enforcement from Blount County Sherriff's Office,akjville
Police Department, and Alcoa Police Departmenhesapist,
physician, forensic interviewer and a representafrom the
Children’s Advocacy Center. Members of this team a
convened following allegations of severe physicad/ar
sexual abuse. The team conducts its investigatith its
main objectives being to protect the child, colleédormation,
and to provide support services when deemed negdsgdhe
team. The team then reviews each case. Duringethe
meetings the lead detective and the Child ProtecHervice
Worker assigned to each case present the informabtained
from their investigation to the team. Other membeh® may
have had involvement with the case such as thendare
interviewer, physician, or therapist may also pdevi
additional information.  The team then decides fife t
information supports a classification of “Unsubsiated”
which means there is not enough evidence/informatm
proceed or it is believed that the allegation itsea or
“Substantiated” which means the team believes Hegation
to be true. If substantiated, the team may recomehferther
action.

In each upcoming issue dthe Child Advocate a member
agency of CPIT will be spotlighted in an effort help our
readers better understand the team of dedicatddgsionals
that work on child abuse cases in Blount CounthisTssue
will focus on Child Protective Services.

Brooke and Crystal, two of the CPS
workers collocated at New Hope.

Child Protective Services (CPS) has a critical mighe Child
Protective Investigative Team as they investigdiegations

of child abuse within Blount County. DCS has atcaized

intake service (see article to the right for pheonenber and
information) that will assess and assign the cased on the
immediate danger of the child, severity of thegdlions, etc.
For each allegation of child abuse that is accefitedche

Department of Children’s Services, a CPS workasisigned
to work the case. CPS workers investigate allgaliens of
severe physical and sexual abuse as well as nemtectrug
exposure.

Typically the first step will be to make contacthwvthe family
to schedule a forensic interview at New Hope. Oftloe
interview has taken place and the child has shimeid story,
the team will determine if the child needs a foremsedical

examination, is safe in their home or if arrangetsereed to
be made for their safety, and if any additionakrefls for
counseling or advocacy services at the center asdead.
While all of these steps are taking place, the @R&er is
collaborating with law enforcement and other CPI&nmbers
to investigate the allegations by collecting additl
information and evidence to determine how bestrategt the
child and stop them from continued victimizationThe
information collected can by used in court for pmsion of
the perpetrator, as well as orders of protectioncustody.
New Hope would like to thank CPS for working thendo
hours it takes to protect the children of BlounuGty.

According to Tennessee lawALL persons must report
knowledge and suspicion regarding cases of chilssatand
neglect. This includes family members and friends.

In Tennessee, if you have “reasonable cause tevaslia
child is being abused or neglected you are requisethw to
report that suspicion to the state Department oild@m's
Services or law enforcement immediately. Failareeport is
a misdemeanor.

Report your suspicions to the proper authoritigéeep in
mind that not all reports meet the criteria forestigation. If
you suspect additional abuse after the initial repas been
made, report that as well.

As a mandated reporter you are protected by tle staerms
of liability and confidentiality. Reporters who c¢tain good
faith” are immune from any civil or criminal lialiy.

CALL 911 or any of the following:

DCS 24-HOUR TOLL FREE LINE
1-877-237-0004
ALCOA POLICE DEPARTMENT
865-981-4111
BLOUNT COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
865-237-5000
MARYVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT
865-237-8000

Accredited Member since 2006
Up for reaccreditation 2011




Official Entry Form

“Ask me why I'm...” 5K will be held on Saturday, Nember 28} at the Greenbelt Amphitheater and will
benefit New Hope Blount County Children's Advoc&snter and their services for victims of child abus
in Blount County. Each participant must completel aign this form, agreeing to the waiver described
below. One person per entry form please. Allipgrants will be provided with a t-shirt to wearrihg the

5K. & & S5

First Name: Naste:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone Number: Email Addre

Male Female Date of Birth: T-Shirt Size: (S, M, L, XL)

(Circle one size)

| have included my $20 entry fee along with completed form.
| can't be there, but would like to mal@atribution to “Ask me why I'm...” for the followig
amount: $50 $75 $100 $200 $500

Waiver — MUST BE SIGNED

I know that participating in “Ask me why I'm...” ia potentially hazardous activity. | should notegrand participate
unless | am medically able, properly attired, atloeovise prepared. | assume all risks associaiéd participating
including, but not limited to, falls, contact witbther participants, effects of the weather (inahgdcold/heat and/or
humidity related issues), and traffic and/or roadditions, with all such risks being known and agated by me, the
participant. | understand that event officials neyninate my participation in the event at anyetiior any reason, and |
agree to abide by all decisions of event officialdaving read this waiver, knowing these facts, endonsideration of
your accepting my entry form, I, for myself and ang entitled to act on my behalf, waive and releaseand all persons
and entities connected with “Ask me why I'm...”ciading event officials, volunteers, sponsors, Ndape BCCAC,
their representatives and successors, from alnslaf liability of any kind arising out of my pasipation in this event,
even though that liability may arise out of neglige or carelessness on the part of the personsdniantkis waiver. |
grant permission to all of the foregoing to use phgtographs and/or recordings or any other reobtlis event for any
legitimate purpose. | hereby certify that | anezist 18 years of age or that if | am under 18 amgpt or legal guardian
has signed this form on my behalf.

Signature Date

If participant is under the age of 18, this is éotify that my son/daughter has my permission ke faart in “Ask me why
I'm...” and is in good physical condition, that &Ve read and consent to the terms of the aboveewaind that event
officials have my permission to authorize emergettegatment if necessary. Additionally, | certityat a parent/legal
guardian will be participating alongside the abmentioned minor during the event.

Signature of parent/legal guardian: Relationship to participant:

Send completed entry form with check payable to:
New Hope BCCAC
212 Cates Street
Maryville, TN 37801

Visit www.Askmewhylm.org or call (865) 981-2000 for more details.




